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Abstract

This study aims to identify the strategies of digital media in enhancing Iraqi national security — a survey study
applied to students of the College of Media at the University of Baghdad. It is evident that digital media has a
significant and active presence in societies, including Iraqi society, which has witnessed and continues to witness
serious security crises and events. Accordingly, the study seeks to explore the role played by digital media in
strengthening Iraqi national security from the perspective of media students at the University of Baghdad. The
research adopted a survey methodology using a simple random sample proportionate to the population of the
study. A questionnaire was distributed among a group of students to examine digital media strategies in shaping
public attitudes toward limiting and countering content that undermines national security, as well as strategies of
promoting awareness of national security across cognitive, affective, behavioral, and security dimensions. The
study further investigated the functions of digital media in guiding and educating the public, considering that
media—including digital media—constitutes a fundamental element in shaping the features of societies by
providing information, opinions, and positions that help the audience develop clear understandings of phenomena
and events.The study reached several significant findings. Both Arab and Western studies concurred that digital
media platforms are among the primary sources of rumor dissemination. However, Arab studies focused more on
awareness-raising and strategies for countering rumors, whereas Western studies emphasized the psychological
effects associated with the exposure of digital media audiences to fabricated news aimed at spreading fear, panic,
and psychological disturbance. Therefore, the researcher stresses the importance of conducting further studies on
the psychological impacts resulting from the exposure of digital media audiences to rumors across different
platforms. Moreover, the results presented in Table (23), which tested the main hypothesis, revealed that the
attitudes of University of Baghdad students toward news coverage of security crises—particularly within specific
news frames and their preferred channels—effectively shape their orientations and perceptions of such crises.
Keywords: strategies, digital media, national security, Iraq.
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