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Abstract

This article addresses a central issue in literary criticism, namely the duality of the self and the other in the
poetry of the blind Abbasid poet Rabi’a Al-Raqqi. The significance of this study lies in its necessity as a research
endeavor to rediscover an important poet whose work has not been sufficiently explored from this perspective,
and to analyze his unique human experience that transformed his visual impairment into profound inner insight.
The article aims to uncover the dimensions of the complex image of the self (the lover, the strong, and the wise)
and to analyze the image of the other (the beloved, the adversary, and the praised) to elucidate their interactive

relationship. The study concludes that the self in Rabi’a Al-Raqqi’s poetry is not merely a submissive entity but
an active and influential one, shaped through its interaction with and utilization of the other. The loving self
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does not merely dwell in pain but rejects blame, the strong self governs others through its words, while the wise
self sees with the eye of insight rather than sight. Conversely, the other is not a passive entity but a primary
agent in shaping the poet’s self, whether as a beloved wielding authority over his heart, an adversary embodying
ignorance, or a praised figure subjected to scrutiny. The final findings affirm that the relationship between the
self and the other in Rabi’a’s poetry is interactive and reciprocal, highlighting poetry’s ability to transcend
material boundaries to become a means of discovering the self and the world.
Keywords: Self, Other, Rabi’a Al-Raqqi, Abbasid Poetry, Literary Criticism, Duality of the Self. g
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