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Abstract

This study explores the scholarly contributions of Shaykh Isma'il ibn Muhammad al-Judaydi al-Kurdi (d. 1389
AH), focusing on his academic biography and a critical edition of selected annotations he wrote on Madarik al-
Tanzil wa Haqa'iq al-Ta’wil, the renowned tafsir by Imam al-Nasafi (d. 710 AH). These marginal notes represent
a valuable exegetical effort in which the author clarified difficult phrases and explained complex terminology,
often accessible only to specialists—highlighting his profound mastery of Islamic sciences.The scope of this
research is limited to the only known manuscript of these annotations, written in the hand of the author’s son.
The study adopts a historical-descriptive method to present the biographies of both al-Nasafi and al-Judaydi, and
a critical-analytical approach to assess al-Judaydi’s exegetical style, highlighting both his distinctive
contributions and occasional corrections. The critical edition follows recognized scholarly standards, including
collation, source verification, and documentation of transmitted material. The research concludes that al-
Judaydi’s work reflects the vibrancy of Islamic scholarship in Kurdistan during the 19th and 20th centuries. His
annotations reveal a clear methodological inclination toward concise explanations, syntactic and rhetorical
analysis, and a defense of Sunni orthodoxy. His sources included foundational tafsirs such as those by al-
Baydawi, al-Nasafi, al-Zamakhshari, and their respective commentaries, especially al-Tibi’s. His work also
exhibits a degree of independence in critique and interpretation.Keywords:Isma'il al-Judaydi, al-Nasafi’s Tafsir,
Interpretation, Textual Criticism
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