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This study aims to examine the dialectical relationship between religious thought and religion in light of the
Qur’an, by uncovering the aspects of distinction and overlap between them and analyzing their implications
for intellectual and social reality. The research is based on the assumption that religion represents the absolute
and immutable divine truth, whereas religious thought is a human endeavor of interpretation shaped by the
limits of human reason and its historical and cultural contexts. This renders their relationship a dialectical one,
founded on ongoing interaction. The findings reveal that the Qur’an clearly distinguishes between divine
revelation as an absolute authority and human understanding of that revelation. While the Qur’an calls for
reflection, contemplation, and the use of reason, it also sets epistemological and ethical boundaries that prevent
the transgression of definitive texts or the elevation of human interpretations to the level of absolute truths.
The study further demonstrates that religious thought is characterized by relativity and the capacity for change
and development, making it an instrument for understanding and applying religion across different times and
contexts, while religion itself remains fixed in its foundational principles. One of the key conclusions of this
research is that conflating religion with religious thought leads to serious intellectual and behavioral problems,
as human opinions are mistaken for divine rulings. This results in fanaticism, exclusion of the other, and the
absence of constructive dialogue. Moreover, such confusion hampers renewal and ijtihad, which the Qur’an
considers essential for addressing the evolving realities of human life. The study finds that the dialectical
relationship between religious thought and religion is neither identical nor contradictory, but rather
complementary. Religious thought serves to understand and apply the revealed texts in reality, while religion
remains the ultimate reference that regulates this endeavor. The results confirm that the Qur’an functions as
the supreme reference for correcting the course of religious thought and guiding its interpretations, thereby
achieving a balance between the divine absolute and the human relative. Accordingly, the study recommends
the necessity of re-reading religious thought in light of the Qur’an, in order to ensure its renewal in line with
the requirements of modern times, while preserving the essence and constants of religion, thus overcoming the
intellectual and social crises arising from the confusion between divine absolutes and human relativity.
Keywords: dialectic, thought, religion, Holy Quran.
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