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Abstract

Money laundering is considered one of the most serious cross-border economic crimes, given its close association
with organized crimes such as terrorism, corruption, and illicit trafficking. Despite international and regional
efforts through agreements and standards issued by international bodies, the fight against money laundering still
faces legal, legislative, and procedural obstacles, particularly in developing countries, including Iraq. This
research aims to analyze these obstacles at two levels: international and Iraqi, while demonstrating the extent to
which Iraqi legislation is consistent with international agreements and reviewing the implementation challenges
that limit the effectiveness of domestic legislation. The research concludes that the discrepancy in international
standards, weak coordination between countries, and legislative and institutional gaps in Iraq represent the most
significant obstacles hindering the effective fight against money laundering.Keywords: Money laundering,
international legislation, Iraqi legislation, organized crime, international agreements, financial corruption.
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