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Abstract

This study examines the mechanism of the extinction of criminal punishment in Iranian and Iraqi law by analyzing

and comparing relevant legal texts and their theoretical and practical dimensions. The findings show that the

extinction of punishment is not merely a procedural rule but rather a criminal policy with reformative and

humanitarian aspects, aiming to achieve criminal justice, reduce the burden on the penal system, and facilitate the

reintegration of offenders into society. The causes of extinction include prescription, death of the convict, general

or special pardon, and victim’s waiver in certain crimes. The comparative analysis reveals similarities between

the two systems in the philosophy and objectives of punishment extinction, alongside differences in

implementation mechanisms and supervisory authorities. The results indicate that both legal systems attempt to

balance deterrence with rehabilitation, though greater precision in legislative drafting is required to strengthen

legal certainty and practical effectiveness.
Keywords: Extinction of punishment; Prescription; Pardon; Iranian law; Iraqi law; Criminal policy.
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