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Abstract

This study delves into the complex issue of the legal classification of genocide in the context of the Israeli war
on the Gaza Strip in October Y+ YY—a conflict marked by a series of military actions that far exceeded the
boundaries of conventional warfare and extended in a systematic and intensive manner to civilian life and
infrastructure. Against this backdrop, the research opens with a discussion that underscores the exceptional
nature of this conflict in terms of the scale and gravity of violations, raising profound legal questions regarding
the applicability of both the material and mental elements of the crime of genocide as defined in the )9£¢A
Convention and interpreted through international jurisprudence. At the heart of this inquiry lies an in-depth
analysis of the conduct attributed to Israeli forces, seeking to determine whether such actions fulfill the
established legal criteria of genocide, with a particular focus on the element of specific intent (dolus specialis),
which serves as the decisive condition distinguishing genocide from other international crimes such as crimes
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against humanity or war crimes. The research pays special attention to the challenges of accountability,
particularly in light of the political and procedural obstacles that continue to undermine the efficacy of
international criminal law in delivering justice. The study employs a multidimensional critical-analytical
methodology, integrating doctrinal legal analysis of international legal texts and treaties, historical inquiry into
the evolution of the genocide concept and relevant jurisprudence, comparative examination of analogous cases
in international law, and descriptive methods for documenting and presenting the available facts objectively.
The findings reveal that a significant portion of the acts committed in Gaza bear strong indicators of pattern and
premeditation, supporting the legal plausibility of classifying them as genocide. While direct evidence of
genocidal intent remains elusive, a body of circumstantial indicators—including official statements and
systematic field practices—suggest the presence of specific intent. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that
international judicial mechanisms lack full independence, resulting in accountability efforts that remain
confined within the parameters of geopolitical compromise. The fortified and besieged nature of Gaza presents
serious field obstacles to collecting legally admissible evidence. Ultimately, the research exposes a structural
gap between the theoretical framework of genocide in international law and its practical application, pointing
to the need for a reformulation of the concept in light of evolving geopolitical and technological realities.
Keywords: Genocide, International Criminal Law, War on Gaza, Specific Intent, International Justice.
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