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Al-Zarkashi’s (d. 77 AH) jurisprudential selections from his commentary on
Al-Khargqi’s (d. 334 AH) Mukhtasar in the Book of Purification, Chapter on
Ablution in Istinja’ (a comparative study)
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Abstract:
This study aims to identify and analyze the juristic preferences of Imam Al-Zarkashi (d. 777 AH) in the chapter
of Istinja’ (cleansing after relieving oneself), based on his commentary on Mukhtasar Al-Kharqi (d. 334 AH), one
of the authoritative texts in the Hanbali school of jurisprudence. The study adopts a comparative methodology
between Al-Zarkashi’s views and those of other jurists, with a particular focus on the Hanbali school and its
recognized sources.The study discusses a number of juristic issues related to Istinja’, highlighting Al-Zarkashi’s
choices—whether in agreement or disagreement with the majority opinion within the Hanbali school—and
assesses the strength of his evidences and the extent to which later Hanbali scholars adopted his views. It also
aims to shed light on his method of legal preference (tarjih) and the influence of legal principles and
jurisprudential maxims on his reasoning.Key findings of the study reveal that Al-Zarkashi had distinct juristic
positions in the chapter of Istinja’, some of which deviate from the well-known opinions within the Hanbali
school. His choices are characterized by independent reasoning and preference based on evidence, reflecting his
strong command of jurisprudence. Al-Zarkashi grounded his preferences in the Qur’an, Sunnah, and statements
of the Companions, while also demonstrating awareness of the objectives of Shariah.Many of his juristic views,
although not considered the official position of the Hanbali school, have foundational support within it, making
them worthy of scholarly attention. The study highlights the importance of Al-Zarkashi’s commentary on
Mukhtasar Al-Kharqi as a significant reference for resolving juristic issues, especially those related to practical

matters of purification.Recommendations of the study include giving attention to editing and studying classical
juristic commentaries, particularly those that remain unpublished, and benefiting from Al-Zarkashi’s method of
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tarjih in contemporary juristic research.Keywords:Mukhtasar Al-Kharqi, Hanbali Figh, Taharah (Purification),
Wudu (Ablution), Istinja’
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