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Abstract:
This research focuses on the life of one of the most prominent intellectual figures in the history of Islam, Abu al-
Hasan Ali ibn Ismail al-Ash'ari al-Basri (died 324 AH/935 AD), who is considered the true founder of the Ash'ari
theological school. The study examines his birth and upbringing in the city of Basra, Iraq, and sheds light on his
family environment. It also traces his early educational journey and his initial influence by the Mu'tazili school.
The research presents a list of his most notable teachers who shaped his thoughts and knowledge, as well as
highlighting the characteristics of his personality. The study discusses his jurisprudential school and his numerous
writings that have influenced the Islamic library, amounting to over a hundred books and treatises. It also highlights
his students who carried on his scholarly legacy.The research also addresses the prominent intellectual and
doctrinal transformation that occurred in Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari, which represents a significant turning point in
the history of Islamic thought. The research aims to reveal the underlying true reasons behind this essential
transformation, moving away from simplification or reliance on a single aspect of the narratives. It focuses on the
profound intellectual and doctrinal motivations that led him to a comprehensive review of the foundations of the
Mu'tazilites and their contradiction, and to adopting a new methodology in defending the doctrine of the Ahl al-
Sunnah using the tools of dialectical theology in which he excelled.Keywords: Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari, reasons
for al-Ash'ari's departure from the Mu'tazila, Ash'aris, Mu'tazila.
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