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Turkish Political Parties and Their Position on the
Arab—Zionist Conflict (1947-1973)
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Abstract
This study examines the position of Turkish political parties toward the Arab—Zionist conflict between 1947
and 1973, within a domestic context marked by the dominance of the military establishment over party
orientations. Following World War II, the Zionist movement became increasingly active in Turkey, particularly
after the 1947 Partition Plan and the 1948 Palestine War, during which the Jewish community exerted
significant influence over the media, marginalizing the Arab perspective.
The research is divided into three main sections: the first addresses party positions on the Partition Plan and
the 1948 War; the second focuses on the Tripartite Aggression of 1956 and the June 1967 War; and the third
discusses the October 1973 War, alongside the introduction and conclusion. The study highlights the
significance of Turkey being the first Islamic state to recognize Israel and to maintain strong relations with it,

supported by the Zionist lobby. At the same time, Turkish parties demonstrated a clear duality, oscillating
between expressing sympathy with Arab causes and prioritizing national and strategic interests.
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