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Abstract:

The poetic image has been one of the fundamental pillars subject to criticism and analysis. It is considered one
of the most important foundations upon which the Arabic poem is built, and one of its creative and artistic
components. It possesses an aesthetic and suggestive energy generated by the poet's emotions, which in turn
reflects his thoughts and outlook on life, humanity, and the universe. Perhaps the disagreement among critics
in defining the concept of the artistic image makes it extremely difficult to arrive at a comprehensive, inclusive,
and integrated definition of this term. Critics have treated the artistic image as a type of rhetoric that represents
a transition or metaphor in meaning to a similar relationship, or a relationship of appropriateness with multiple
rhetorical components. The image is an important element, and this element moves with vitality and activity
in the text. Therefore, artistic images are numerous in poetic texts. What concerns us here, among the images
that can be highlighted in Malik Al-Mutalibi's poetry, is the rhetorical image, which we seek to explore. This
image reveals the presence of rhetorical techniques and the method of constructing a poetic text based on
similes, metaphors, and metonymies. The figurative image is an important factor in establishing the eloquence
of a language and giving it a distinctive and unusual expression. The figurative image is a symbol of artistic
language. The more precise one is in its articulation, the more eloquent, fluent, and aesthetically pleasing the
language becomes. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him and his family) said, "Indeed, there is magic
in eloquence.The nature of the research required an introduction, a conclusion, and two chapters. The first
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chapter addressed generalities and concepts, while the second chapter addressed the elements of image
formation. Like other academic research, most of which pertains to the subject of study, the research
encountered difficulties due to the conflicting views between ancient and modern scholars. This necessitated
a comprehensive examination of all aspects of the subject to the best of our ability, in order to arrive at the
desired results. We adopted the analytical approach to study and analyze the concepts of the artistic image and
to interrogate its poems. Keywords: Elements, imagery, poetry, Namik Sultan. o
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