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Abstract:

This study addresses the topic of "The Temporal Structure in the Novel The Blue Lamps by Hanna Mina" as a
significant entry point for analyzing narrative structure and uncovering the mechanisms through which time is
shaped within the novel. It explores how time contributes to the construction of meaning, the development of
events, and the evolution of characters. In this novel, time is no longer merely a traditional chronological
sequence of events; rather, it becomes an artistic component that enhances meaning and intensifies the
psychological and social dimensions of the text. The importance of this research stems from the prominent place
that temporal studies occupy in modern literary criticism, and from the necessity of examining narrative time
as a problematic element situated at the heart of the novel’s structure. The need for such a study is heightened
by the challenges posed by The Blue Lamps in tracking the temporal narrative, due to the use of multiple
techniques such as analepsis and prolepsis (flashback and foreshadowing), acceleration and deceleration,
making it a rich text worthy of close and precise analysis.As for the novel itself, it is one of the most prominent
works by Syrian novelist Hanna Mina, written in the 1950s and inspired by the Syrian people's experience
during World War 11, particularly in the city of Latakia. Mina succeeded in portraying the daily reality of the
ordinary citizen and expressed human anxieties amid poverty, hunger, and fear through multiple characters—
most notably Fares and Salma—who move within a complex and intertwined temporal framework.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, treating the novel as an integrated structure while focusing
on the temporal structure, analyzing its forms and distribution, and examining how this structure contributes to
the formation of narrative meaning. It explores temporal paradoxes, identifies their types, and studies their
functions within the narrative context.The research reached several conclusions, most notably that time in the
novel does not follow a linear pattern; instead, it fragments between the present and the past in a continuous
motion, reflecting the disruption of collective consciousness and expressing the depth of the human experience.
Furthermore, the use of time aligns with the realistic dimension of the text, endowing it with a distinctive
dramatic and human quality.Keywords: Modern Novel, Narrative Structure, The Blue Lamps, Hanna Mina,

Temporal Structure.
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