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Abstract

This study explores the methodology of issuing fatwas (legal opinions) employed by Sheikh al-Mulla Sayyid
Muhammad al-Birdaudi (d. 1427 AH). The researcher aimed to shed light on the Sheikh’s personality by
conducting a comprehensive examination of both his personal and scholarly life. The study outlines his full
name, lineage, title, date of birth, and early upbringing, with a particular emphasis on the socio-cultural
environment in which he was raised and its influence on his intellectual and religious formation. It also delves
into his scholarly journey, identifying his most prominent teachers and notable students, as well as
documenting his written works in both Arabic and Kurdish. This biographical section concludes with an
account of his death and the praise he received from scholars and researchers alike, in recognition of his
scholarly standing and influential role within the Kurdish intellectual context. The research further investigates
Sheikh al-Birdaudi’s contributions to the field of Islamic legal verdicts, analyzing his methodology in issuing
fatwas, his approach to deriving legal rulings, and his methods of preferring one opinion over another. The
study highlights his use of primary religious sources—the Qur’an and the Sunnah—while also demonstrating
how he engaged with other sources of Islamic legislation. These included both transmitted sources, such as the
sayings of the Companions and classical jurists, and rational sources, including jurisprudential principles and

legal maxims. The research also underscores his use of linguistic analysis in interpreting legal texts, especially
through his attention to the meanings and implications of specific terms. This reflects the comprehensive nature
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of his scholarly tools and the depth of his expertise in both jurisprudence and language.Keywords:
Methodology, Fatwa, Mulla Muhammad, Birdaudi.
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