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This book is considered important for every student of Islamic studies, as studies on the methodologies of
Qur’anic commentators are very limited and still in their early stages. Dr. Salah Al-Khalidi recognized this
need and authored this book with the purpose of introducing students to the most significant methodologies
of the Qur’anic interpreters, presenting the main principles of each approach, and familiarizing them with
the most well-known sound and deviant tafsirs.

Dr. Salah Al-Khalidi is known as one of the advocates of renewal in Qur’anic interpretation — but a sound,
disciplined renewal that adheres to the principles of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. He defines renewal in tafsir
as: “The correct, sound renewal, bound by scholarly rules and methodological foundations; renewal based
on creativity, improvement, and novelty; benefiting from contemporary sciences, knowledge, and cultures;
broadening the dimensions of Qur’anic meanings; applying them to the reality the Muslim community lives
in; and working to solve the Ummah’s problems in the light of the truths of the Qur’an. We do not mean

by renewal the abandonment of scholarly rules and methodological foundations, nor chaos and reckless
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interpretation of the Qur’an without knowledge, nor distorting the meanings of verses to suit the whims
and ideologies of Western or Eastern schools of thought that contradict the Book of Allah Almighty.
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