Journal Of the Iraqgia University (73-9) July (2025)

m ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 mu‘:;ll’fﬂ
Al Journal Of the Iraqia University —
e it ol e available online at: https://www.mabdaa.edu.iq IRAQJI

it | g G| i S G290 6d) €1l
e Lo s 59y Odelll e 7 Mo oyt 13
il ale aced Auilad ¥ aglally DAY AulS olae S dasly
The Existential Vacuum among Unemployed University Graduates[]

Rubar Abdalradha Ali Prof. Dr. Sarmad Salah Muhyaldeen Alzahawy
robarali606(@gmail.com sarmad.salah@garmian.edu.krd

ol il

oo il dpelanly dpwdll salad) didaty iiall e GLISH aups ol Gasasll EhAll (e o ) ) Gl Ciag
Al Lieed ((BLE Y] tadll) meidl o Eald) cndel By ¢ Gamdilly el (guiie ey ghill 138 (s5ie 8 34l
Aial) Cilady o) 5 Aue g Livadll duaall sl Taaaty cAdlpdiall e daphl) aladiul Gl die jLad) 5 Caad) Calaal
o)) Cpmnadil (e il diase 55 B LS i e dand (Ve ) (V0 ) @l i e daadg s (Ye4)
Baldl culi Gl Calaal gabat (mpaly oYY E-Y 01 E) Clgiadl (DA agadd Ne Gued A o sbaany ol Gan o Sl
Ml g (Si8,5K8)  (gslnaill allall dayla LS asgiall (gplaill SURY) ) ladlael & contiad S5 (gagagll ghall Gulidl (uliia dacly
By L (YYY)dage duahag (YF) ihaan L)y tlaag bl Gy (B Gaeddicn (pubiie e Byly i (e BalELYL (abiall
O] S LAY Banly Al S LaAYT): g dilany) Jilagl pladial 2 ¢ ubiall A sie oSl (alleadl) (e Bl i
Ga9asl gLl (e o) anall il el (Aghal) Ll ¢ SN Gl s eOguapm Dbl Jalae ¢ Lig S Wl Alslas ¢ itk
pacy SV mllal Guinll s Gagasll ghall 3 Al (358 2smgy chasgio aila Aae 3Spe (8 Cuiiall e QLISH auA )
S el PA (e Al Aia pe alal) Jalail) leadl (g Sliasill (e degana ) Baldl Ciliagis cpaadill Cuus (3558 25n9
Wiaa o Slajiall (e deganas halls Blal) jelie (B (e agen Lo cOamall daall (ajd il dlale g duadly Clubis auay
CBLE e S bt ol pladialy dlladl ae Jalaill 3 SUYg 5S¢y Lae Laia¥ly ducstil) (3ol Joli dhana iy ool

ol e LIS asd casasl) gL HAabiad) lalSl) A5l e sanalls

This research investigates the level of existential vacuum among unemployed university graduates, analyzing
its psychological and social dimensions, and identifying differences in this vacuum based on gender and
specialization. The researcher adopted a descriptive correlational approach due to its suitability for the research's
nature and objectives. The sample was selected using non-random methods, specifically purposive and snowball
sampling, and included 200 unemployed graduates (100 males and 100 females) from various colleges in the
city center of Khanaqin, covering both scientific and humanities specializations. No participants had secured
employment since their graduation between 2014 and 2024. To achieve the research's objectives, the researcher
developed an existential vacuum scale based on Viktor Frankl's theoretical framework of the concept. The
scale's items were adapted from two previous studies: Mustafa (2013) and Muhmil (2022). The researcher
verified the psychometric properties of the scale. Statistical methods used included: one-sample t-test,
independent samples t-test, Cronbach's Alpha coefficient, Pearson correlation coefficient, two-way ANOVA,
and percentages.The research findings indicate that the level of existential vacuum among unemployed
university graduates in Khanaqin city center is moderate. Significant differences were found in existential
vacuum based on gender, favoring females, while no significant differences were observed based on
specialization. The researcher concluded with several recommendations, foremost among them being a serious
approach to the unemployment problem through advocating for realistic and urgent policies to provide job
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opportunities for graduates, thereby contributing to reducing feelings of frustration and emptiness. The study
also proposed further research, including in-depth studies exploring the psychological and social differences
between males and females in coping with unemployment, using qualitative analysis tools such as interviews

and focus groups.Keywords: Existential Vacuum, Unemployed University Graduates
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