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Abstract:

This research aims to study the representations of women as the "beautiful other" in the poetry of Abu al-
Qasim al-Shabbi, Sargon Boulus, and Salah Labaki. This is achieved by analyzing the poetic images and
aesthetic symbols employed in their representations of women, and attempting to uncover their intellectual,
emotional, and aesthetic dimensions. The research relied on the analytical and descriptive approach to
reading the selected poetic texts, along with a comparative approach to detecting the differences in the poetic
perception of women among the three poets, focusing on their different cultural backgrounds and temporal
circumstances. The research concluded that al-Shabbi presented women as symbols of nature, hope, and
purity within a romantic framework imbued with a sense of nationalism and humanity. Sargon Boulus, on
the other hand, depicted women as existential beings fraught with anxiety and alienation within a modernist
context in which reality intertwines with dreaminess. Salah Labaki, on the other hand, portrayed women as
angelic and spiritual beings reflecting contemplative and Sufi tendencies, relying on a transparent symbolic

language. The conclusion reveals that each poet presented women as a mirror of his own personal and global
vision, making the "beautiful other" an artistic tool for understanding the aesthetic and intellectual
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transformations in modern Arabic poetry.Keywords: Women, the Beautiful Other, Al-Shabbi, Sargon
Boulus, and Salah Labaki.
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