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Interpretive differences between the methodology of Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad
Muhammad Sadiq al-Sadr (may God sanctify his secret) and Ayatollah Sheikh Nasser
Makarem Shirazi (may God sanctify his secret) A comparative study (Surat al-Asr)
(As a model)
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The concept of difference in the meanings of interpretations of Quranic verses has been discussed from several
aspects, and this of course goes back to the reference point to which scholars and researchers belong. We see
that Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani indicated by saying: “Difference is linguistically on the weight of Ifti’al, and
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disagreement and difference in language are the opposite of agreement; disagreement and difference in language
are the opposite of agreement, and it is more general than opposites, because every two opposites are different,
but not every two different things are opposites.” Among the reasons, are those related to transmission, such as
disagreement over the authenticity of a narration, or the exegete's consideration of it as an argument, or other
matters? This does not mean deliberately rejecting a tradition without an acceptable scholarly excuse, as this is
not a valid reason for disagreement. Rather, it is rejected and not considered. It is the first of the two categories
of disagreement that are not considered valid in al-Shatibi's statement. These reasons relate to the Prophetic
Hadith, the statements of the Companions, the Isra'iliyyat in exegesis and readings, the reasons for revelation,
claims of abrogation, and what is authentically transmitted in language. As for Surat Al-Asr, the commentators
said that it is considered one of the Meccan surahs, as Ibn Abbas confirmed by saying: “Surat Al-Asr (verse 1)
was revealed as Meccan and it is three verses in total. Qatada also indicated: Medinan. This was narrated on the
authority of Ibn Abbas by saying: “It is fourteen words and sixty-eight letters. It was revealed after Al-Sharh and
after Al-Asr Al-Adiyat. It is noticeable that the surahs and verses in the Meccan period are short, unlike the
Medinan section, which came with some detail. What is meant by the Meccan section being short and concise is
that this is the most common thing in it.”Surat Al-Asr is one of the short surahs of the Qur’an, but it contains
many sciences. It has been said about it: “If no other surah had been revealed in the Qur’an other than this one,
it would have been sufficient for the people, because it encompasses all the sciences of the Qur’an.” This is what
has led to the difference in its interpretation among scholars. Therefore, in his current research, the researcher
sought to clarify the reasons for the differences between the interpretations of Sayyid al-Sadr and Sheikh al-
Shirazi regarding the interpretation of Surat al-Asr.Keywords: Interpretive differences, the methodology of
Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Muhammad Sadiq al-Sadr (may God sanctify his secret), the methodology and
approach of Ayatollah Sheikh Nasser Makarem Shirazi (may God sanctify his secret), Surat al-Asr.
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