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Abstract

This study sheds critical light on the experiences of the Special Court in Cambodia and the Special Court in Kosovo as
two distinct models of hybrid justice—structures that integrate national and international judicial frameworks to address
crimes against humanity in post-conflict contexts. By analyzing the institutional composition of these courts and their
legal and political environments, the research reveals that despite their promises to break the cycle of impunity, these
mechanisms often falter under the weight of political entanglements, limited autonomy, and insufficient societal
engagement. The study gains its significance from its interrogation of the legal effectiveness and societal legitimacy of
such hybrid courts, and their alignment with broader frameworks of transitional justice. Employing a comparative,
critical-analytical methodology, the study demonstrates that while hybrid courts may serve as necessary instruments in
certain transitional contexts, they remain fundamentally inadequate in delivering comprehensive justice without
sustained institutional support and integrative strategies for reconciliation and reparation. The findings further underscore
that the mere presence of international judges does not immunize these courts against political interference unless
accompanied by clear mechanisms for oversight and independence. Additionally, the lack of procedural flexibility
impairs the courts’ ability to adapt to the cultural and political specificities of their national settings, thereby undermining
their symbolic and social resonance.

Keywords: Hybrid Justice — Crimes Against Humanity — Special Court in Cambodia — Special Court in Kosovo —
Transitional Justice
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