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Popular Protests and the Transformation of Political Processes
A Comparative Study of Egypt, Tunisia, and Syria
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Abstract:

Since 2011, Egypt, Tunisia, and Syria have witnessed widespread popular protests, representing a pivotal moment
in the contemporary political history of the Arab region. These protest movements were launched under slogans
calling for freedom, social justice, and an end to tyranny, and expressed popular rejection of the existing regimes
and their economic, social, and political policies. This study analyzes the impact of these protests on the
transformations of the political process in the three countries, by comparing the local contexts, forms of popular
mobilization, regime responses, and the outcomes achieved in each case.The study seeks to uncover the factors
that contributed to the relative success of the Tunisian experience in political transition, compared to the faltering
process in Egypt and the transformation of the movement in Syria into a bloody armed conflict. The study also
examines the role of military institutions, civil society, the media, and regional and international interventions in
directing the course of events and their impact on the course of the political process.Keywords: Popular protests
— Political transition — Egypt — Tunisia — Syria — Arab Spring — Popular movement — Political systems — Political
comparison — Democratic transition
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