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Abstract
The subject of greeting (tahiyya) represents a unique intersection between tradition and modernity. It is deeply
rooted in Islamic texts—both the Qur’an and the Sunnah—and constitutes one of the most recurrent behavioral
practices in the daily life of a Muslim. This makes its study a necessary endeavor in Islamic jurisprudence to
establish rulings and regulate conduct in accordance with Sharia. This research aims to shed light on the Islamic
legal rulings concerning greetings, in both their traditional and contemporary forms, by adopting a comparative
jurisprudential approach across the major Islamic schools of thought. It also offers an analytical exploration of
recent developments brought about by social media platforms and the changing cultural and linguistic patterns
within Muslim societies. The study begins by grounding the concept of greeting in the foundational Islamic
texts, analyzing Qur’anic verses that establish the legitimacy of greeting and mutual peace, along with Prophetic
hadiths that clarify its virtues, etiquettes, rulings, and social implications. It then proceeds to examine juristic
opinions regarding traditional forms of greeting such as verbal salam, handshakes, and embraces—highlighting
both consensus and divergence among the four Sunni schools. Furthermore, it underscores the maqasid (higher
objectives) of Sharia in legislating these manners, namely to strengthen bonds, uphold mutual respect, and
regulate interpersonal interactions within the boundaries of Islamic ethics. The research also addresses
contemporary forms of greeting, necessitated by technological and societal realities, including digital greetings
through text and voice messages, the use of emoticons, foreign-language salutations, and gestures such as
salutes and bows in military or formal contexts. The study concludes with several key findings: that greeting

remains religiously valid so long as it does not contradict definitive textual injunctions or violate the decorum
mandated by Islamic law; that modern verbal and digital greetings are permissible if conducted within Sharia-
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compliant frameworks; and that Islamic jurisprudence possesses the flexibility required to accommodate

evolving social norms, provided the overarching objectives and boundaries of the law are upheld.
Keywords: Figh, Comparative Jurisprudence, Greeting, Salam, Islam
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