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Abstract

This study aims to explore the national and political dimensions in the poetry of Ahmed Mohammed Al-Shami,
focusing on the major themes of political and patriotic expression in his poetic works. The research takes as its
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primary model his collection titled ‘Ulalat al-Mughtarib’ (“The Cry of the Exile”), which represents a sincere
voice reflecting the poet’s suffering in exile, his longing for his homeland, and his sorrow over the oppressive
and backward reality that plagued wounded Yemen during that period.Al-Shami was a deeply patriotic poet,
whose sense of nationalism and political awareness were ingrained in his consciousness, motivating him to
awaken and mobilize the people. He faced numerous arrests and imprisonments due to his opposition to tyranny,
which in turn inspired a rich array of politically charged poetic imagery. These images, while diverse in form,
remained consistent with the traditional nature of poetic imagery across literary history, yet they were distinctly
marked by an intense love for the homeland.Despite his significant fame in Yemen, Al-Shami has not received
sufficient academic attention from researchers and scholars. Hence, this study addresses this gap by adopting a
descriptive-analytical method to shed light on his political and national poetry as presented in the aforementioned
collection.The article further highlights how Al-Shami’s experience of political exile, a result of his opposition
to the imamate regime, played a pivotal role in shaping his national consciousness. His poetry is deeply
embedded with patriotic meanings, portraying the homeland as a sacred space of dignity and freedom. His
connection to it is shown as existential and spiritual, inseparable from his identity. Nostalgia for the homeland
dominates his verses, transforming poetry into a medium of sorrow, lamentation, and a call for liberation and

change.
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