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Abstract
The principle of political oversight by parliament over government activities is a cornerstone of modern
parliamentary systems, reflecting the broader framework of the separation and balance of powers. In the Algerian
context, this principle takes on a particular dimension, shaped by the country’s complex political evolution and
successive constitutional reforms—especially the amendments of 1996, 2016, and most recently 2020. This study
aims to critically examine the political oversight mechanisms exercised by the Algerian Parliament, composed
of the People’s National Assembly and the Council of the Nation, over government action. It focuses on
constitutional tools such as oral and written questions, inquiry committees, interpellations, motions of confidence
or censure, and debates on public policy. The research also contextualizes these mechanisms within Algeria’s
political environment, characterized by the predominance of the executive branch and the fluctuating
effectiveness of parliamentary control. The research adopts an analytical and critical methodology that combines
constitutional text analysis with a realistic evaluation of parliamentary performance. A comparative dimension
is also introduced, referencing experiences from other parliamentary systems. The study concludes that the
effectiveness of political oversight in Algeria depends not only on the constitutional framework but also on the
existence of genuine political will, democratic openness, and institutional empowerment that can elevate
parliament from a symbolic actor to a genuine oversight authority.
Keywords: Parliamentary oversight, Algerian government, Algerian Constitution, executive power,
political system, separation of powers.
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