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Abstract

This study addresses the problem of representing the general will within the framework of constitutional
democracy and legal philosophy, by analyzing the theoretical and practical foundations that underpin the
legitimacy of political authority and the credibility of democratic representation. The core dilemma stems from
the tension between the idealistic notion of the “general will” as formulated by social contract theorists, and the
practical realities of modern political systems that claim to uphold democratic representation.The paper
distinguishes between the general will and individual or private will, and examines the constitutional and legal
frameworks designed to regulate the relationship between the state and the people. It explores representative
mechanisms such as elections, political parties, and constitutional institutions, assessing their actual effectiveness
in reflecting the general will, particularly amid challenges like political monopoly, lack of civic awareness,
economic dominance, and media influence.Adopting analytical, critical, and comparative methodologies, the
research draws on constitutional experiences from various countries, with special attention to the Arab and
Islamic contexts. It offers a deep legal-philosophical reading of the concept of the general will and its
representative mechanisms. The study concludes that resolving this problem requires restructuring the
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relationship between law and democracy based on true participation, transparency, accountability, and a strong
link between the general will and social justice—not merely electoral figures.Keywords: Constitutional
democracy, general will, legal philosophy, political representation, legitimacy, social contract, modern

state.
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