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Abstract:

In the legal world, translation is an essential means of achieving justice, playing a pivotal role in conveying
concepts and meanings from one language to another. This importance is particularly evident in criminal cases,
where justice depends on an accurate understanding of all parties involved, whether they are judges, lawyers,
defendants, or witnesses. In Irag, the role of translation is magnified by the linguistic and cultural diversity, as
the country is home to many official and unofficial languages, including Arabic, Kurdish, Turkmen, and Syriac.
In this diverse context, the role of the translator in criminal cases becomes more sensitive and complex. He or
she is not just a transmitter of words, but a mediator who conveys the precise meanings and true intentions
behind the words, which may directly affect the outcome of the case. Inaccurate or biased translation can lead
to misunderstanding of evidence or witness statements, which may affect the verdict and constitute an injustice
to the trial. Hence, the translator bears a great responsibility to ensure that the translation is provided fairly and
accurately. In addition, the Iragi legal system is a mixture of civil law and religious traditions, which increases
the complexity of criminal cases and makes translation an essential element in understanding and applying these
laws. The legal system in Iraq relies heavily on Islamic law, especially in personal status cases, but in criminal
cases a range of laws drawn from different legal systems are used. This legal diversity requires translators to
not only be fluent in different languages, but also to understand the legal system and the surrounding legal

culture.
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