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Research summary

This research discusses the topic of social control as a fundamental phenomenon in regulating individual
behavior and ensuring the stability of societies. Religion is one of the most prominent tools that contribute to
achieving this through multiple mechanisms ranging from internal control to external control and voluntary
control. Religion as an integrated value system constitutes a primary source of moral restraint and individual and
collective conscience. The study revolves around a primary question: "How effective is religion as a means of
social control in Islam, Christianity, and Hinduism?" The impact of religion on regulating individual behavior
varies depending on the nature of religious belief and the cultural and social frameworks surrounding each
society, potentially challenging traditional methods of social control. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach, reviewing a set of studies that addressed the topic of social control in various religious contexts. Most
previous studies focused on social control in Islam, leaving a gap in comparative studies covering Christianity
and Hinduism. Therefore, this work aims to fill that gap by conducting a critical comparison of social control in
three societies: Saudi society as a model for applying Islam, American society for applying Christianity, and
Indian society for applying Hinduism.The study highlights that each of the three religions seeks to achieve a
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common goal: controlling individual behavior and regulating relationships within society. The effectiveness of
these mechanisms is affected by external factors such as cultural and social transformations and globalization,
which reshape concepts of social control.Finally, this work provides a scientific contribution by conducting a
critical comparison between social control, which helps us understand the similarities and differences in the
social regulation mechanisms adopted by each religion. It highlights the challenges facing these mechanisms
considering contemporary developments, calling for a re-evaluation of the role of religion in achieving social
stability in line with the requirements of the modern era. Search keywords: Social control - Christianity -
Hinduism
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