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-Abstract-:
Imprisonment (prison) is by origin a type of criminal punishment and therefore it is only used in accordance
with the law. It is a preventive measure authorized by the authority or administration to determine that a
particular person poses a danger to society or poses a threat to society or the system. Imprisonment in this last
sense is also called “detention,” and the latter is arbitrary on the part of the executive public authority if its

period is prolonged in such a way that it equates the detainee on suspicion without an actual crime being proven,
and the prisoner because he has actually committed a crime punishable by law with imprisonment and

deprivation of liberty.
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Bartlett Publishers, 1999.
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