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ABSTRACT:
This research aims to analyze the semiotic significations and communicative functions of medical symbols
used in the media discourse of Iraqi satellite channels. It relied on the semiotic approach, based on the
theoretical frameworks of Saussure, Peirce, and Barthes, in addition to the descriptive-analytical method,
using content analysis to examine a sample of health programs, medical advertisements, and news reports
broadcast on three main channels: Al-Iraqiya, Al-Sharqiya, and Al-Furat.
The results revealed a clear dominance of emotional and commercial symbols, such as the red heart and
the pill, which shifted medical discourse from an objective, scientific one to a consumerist, emotional
discourse that appeals to feelings more than reason. The findings also showed a significant focus on the
traditional treatment model, where terms like "treatment," "doctor," and "patient" notably surpassed terms

related to "prevention" and "public health," reflecting a reactive approach to illness rather than a proactive
health culture.
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Furthermore, the study recorded a dominance of commercial advertising discourse that commodifies
health, with heavy use of global symbols like the Red Cross and Red Crescent to lend credibility to the
content, alongside the integration of local Iraqi symbols to localize the message and make it more
acceptable to the audience. Most importantly, the analysis uncovered implicit messages that promote a
culture of pharmaceutical consumption and dependence on doctors, while also promoting the idea of a
"quick fix" rather than encouraging prevention and changes to unhealthy lifestyles, thereby having a
profound impact on the public's health perceptions and behaviors.Keywords: semiotics, medical symbols,
satellite channels
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