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Abstract

Most Arab laws consider euthanasia to be a crime, regardless of its occurrence, and it is punishable by the
penalty of premeditated murder, due to the presence of the elements of the crime, including taking the life of
a living person, and a known criminal intent that includes assaulting a human soul. However, Syrian and
Lebanese law adopts the idea of reducing the penalty in the case of euthanasia based on the patient’s consent
and the availability of the principle of mercy, as it does not equate the killer out of revenge with the killer
out of compassion. So it gave the judge discretionary authority in this matter, as stated in the Syrian Penal
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Code, which did not allow easy death, but it did not place it equally and on the same level in terms of
responsibility and punishment in the level of the murderer, who is rebellious and aggressive, but rather
considered it something that could be shown compassion and mercy The Iraqi, Lebanese, and Syrian laws all
share the same principle in criminalizing murder in general, but the difference between the Iraqi law on the
one hand and the Lebanese and Syrian laws on the other hand is that the Iraqi law did not address the
criminalization of euthanasia in particular, and therefore it is considered part of the crime of murder, as for
the Lebanese and Syrian laws. They criminalized euthanasia in detail with two basic conditions: a condition
specific to the person of the victim who insists on the request: A condition related to the person of the
perpetrator whose motive for killing was mercy, and that the issue of euthanasia varies depending on
societies, as it is considered by some to be compassion and comfort for the patient. In another thought, they
killed a criminal; Its rate has begun to increase at the present time; One of the reasons for the increase in
euthanasia is the loss of religious conscience among some members of society Accordingly, we suggested to
the Iraqi legislator that it adopt the idea of reducing the penalty in the case of euthanasia based on the patient’s
consent and request, provided that two conditions are met: that the euthanasia be based on a request issued
by the patient and that the motive behind the killing is a noble motive possessed by the doctor; He reduced
the sentence and made it ten years. We proposed to the Iraqi legislator the text: “It is not permissible for any
doctor to refrain from treating a patient, unless his condition is outside his jurisdiction, or he has reasons and
considerations that justify this abstention, but he must provide him with assistance in emergency cases.”
Keywords: euthanasia, compassion killing, murder, punishment
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