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Abstract

The verses of the Qur’an are divided into two categories: decisive and ambiguous. The decisive refers to the
verses that clearly reflect their meaning, to the point that they cannot bear any other meaning. As for the
ambiguous, they are the verses whose apparent wording can bear several different meanings. Some Sunnis
believe that the ambiguous verses are among the knowledge of Allah alone, while most Shiites believe that the
ambiguous verses can be understood by referring them and presenting them to the decisive verses. Various
reasons and causes have been mentioned for the existence of ambiguous verses in the Qur’an. The Shiite
interpreter Nasser Makarem Shirazi says in his explanation of the decisive and ambiguous verses that what is
meant by “decisive verses” are the verses whose meaning is clear to the point that there is no room for research
and discussion about them, and what is meant by the ambiguous verses of the Qur’an are the verses that, when
first looked at, are complex and carry several possible meanings at first, but when looking at the decisive verses,
their meaning becomes clear. Accordingly, it is not easy for everyone to understand the Qur’an, but rather one

must refer to people of experience and specialists to clarify and explain the decisive and ambiguous verses.
Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, Qur’anic sciences, ambiguous verses in the Qur’an, Hadith.
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